
logistics; this is old hat from all of their 
years of dealing with various offi cial enti-
ties in Washington, D.C. From the very 
beginning, even their mission statement 
has caused a bit of static, since there is a 
faction of Americans who believe all of 
our POWs are accounted for.

The event coordinators have hon-
estly done an outstanding job for 30 
years in coordinating and implement-
ing all aspects of the event and doing 
exactly what they set out to do prob-
ably better than anyone in America has 
ever done with maintaining so many 
people in a mass demonstration, year 
after year. It’s important to acknowl-
edge all that Rolling Thunder has 
accomplished in the past three decades, 
such as bringing awareness of the 
POW/MIA issue and other injustices to 
the public, sponsoring search missions 
into Southeast Asia for POW/MIAs, 
visiting veterans at VA hospitals, advo-
cating for and advancing legislation to 
improve this country’s response to the 
POW/MIA issue as well as veterans’ 
benefi ts and concerns, and providing 
fi nancial and other support to veterans 
and their families in need. The work 
that Rolling Thunder does throughout 
the year is not ending; only the format 
of the Ride to Freedom is changing.

The ever-increasing costs and the 
exhaustion experienced by the orga-
nizers, most of whom are veterans 
who have been doing this for three 
decades, are two of the major factors 
that led to the decision to discontinue 
the national event. Anyone who has 
ever driven on the gridlocked belt-
ways of D.C. can also understand the 
Pentagon’s security, cost, and logisti-
cal concerns… it’s a mammoth under-
taking to make room for that many 
bikers in the already traffi c-packed 
streets of the D.C. metropolitan area.

There is one last national 
Rolling Thunder Ride to Freedom in 
Washington, D.C., on Memorial Day 
Weekend 2019. If you have never 
made the ride but always wanted to, 
I urge you to make every effort to be 
there. I hope Rolling Thunder 2019 
is the single largest turnout of bikers 
in the history of the world, because 
we have to make it thunder loud 
enough to be heard for many years to 
come. Thank you to Artie Muller, the 
organizers of Rolling Thunder, and 
everyone who has ever ridden in this 
demonstration—for all of the amaz-
ing work they have done over the 
years, as well as for their service to 
the biker community, to the memory 
of veterans who made it home and 
veterans who did not, and to the 
United States of America. 4
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THE FOLDED MAP
Blairsville, Georgia

What makes Blairsville great

Biker-friendly establishments

Dealerships close to Blairsville

Local rides

Top motorcycle events near Blairsville

Quintessential local cuisine

Motorcycle-related attractions

Just a few hours from Atlanta’s concrete jungle, Blairsville, in the cool mountains of northern 
Georgia, is the perfect location to unwind from the busyness of life. The town is also an 
ideal base of operations to experience the Gauntlet motorcycle loop. While the nearby Tail 
of the Dragon and the Cherohala Skyway may be more well-known rides, with “133 Miles 
of Smiles,” the Gauntlet is regarded by many riders as superior in many ways as it reaches 
4,784 feet above sea level to the highest point in Georgia and includes “forest clouds” and 
views of several states.

Great American Motorcycle Show, American Legion Riders Polar Bear Ride, Gauntlet Thunder in 
the Mountains Party, Atlanta Motorama Bikefest, Great American Biker Bash, Empty Stocking Ride

Bar: Cowboys and Angels
Restaurant: The Hole in the Wall
Lodging: Copperhead Lodge

Chicken and dumplings, fried green tomatoes, local trout, fried okra, 
boiled peanuts, pralines, peach cobbler ice cream, sweet tea

Mountain Creek Harley-Davidson, Atlanta Highway Indian Motorcycle, Southern Devil 
Harley-Davidson, Mall of Georgia Indian Motorcycle, Killer Creek Harley-Davidson, Frazier’s 
Harley-Davidson, Smoky Mountain Harley-Davidson, Smoky Mountain Indian Motorcycle

Wheels Through Time Museum, Old Car City U.S.A., Barber 
Vintage Motorsports Museum, Cyclemos Motorcycle Museum

Starting in Blairsville, head west on Blue Ridge Highway to Skeenah Gap Road. Take a left 
on Skeenah Gap heading south until it dead ends at GA-60. Turn left on GA-60 and then 
left again on SR-180 (Wolf Pen Gap Road). Go 11 miles until you dead end at US-129 S. 
Turn right on 129 riding south until you hit GA-75 Alt. Take a left on Alt 75 and begin your 
trip north. In just under 6 miles you will take a left on Richard B. Russell Scenic Highway 
(GA-348 N). Follow 348 until it dead ends at SR-180. Take a right on 180 and follow it 11.5 
miles until it ends at GA-17/75. Take a left and ride north to US-76. Take a left on 76 and 
begin to swing back westward. At this point you are about ¾ into the loop. You can take 
US-76 back into Blairsville but it’s recommended that you take a right on GA-66 (Gumlog 
Road) and follow it over Nottely Dam to GA-325 S. At this point 325 curves around Nottely 
Lake, fi nally intersecting with US-76 E that takes you back to Blairsville. While this ride can 
be accomplished in a day, with all the additional side roads open for exploring the Gauntlet, 
it can easily be extended into several days of riding.

National Ride
Continued from page 20
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